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LOOKS GOOD FOR
'R. R. COMMISSION

MATHEWS OF MARION, ASSISTED BY REESE OF
ESCAMBIA, GETS SECTION 1 STRICKEN oUT
OF CARTER’S HOUSE BILL NO. 64—WATSON’S
PRIMARY BILL MANY TIMES AMENDED.

Representative Carter’s House Bill No. 564—an act to
provide for an Assistant Attorney General and to fix the
salaries of the Attorney General and such assistant—in-
troduced Friday, April 5, occupied the limelight at yester-
day’s session of the House, and was dissected by discus-
sion and depleted of its first section entirely.

This wads accomplished by a vote of 39 yeasand 12 nays,
this amendment to the bill being offered by Representa-
tive Mathews of Marion. Mr. Carter of Alachua, father
of the bill, when he recovered from his surprise over Mr.
Mathews’ stand, said, to make such an amendment would
take the meat out of the bill, and was replied to later
on by Mr. Mathews, who said, that to let it stand, as in-
troduced, would be to take the milk out of the cocoanut.

By the vote the House preferred the milk in the cocoa-
nut to the meat in the bill.

Preceding the consideration of this bill, House Bill
No. 46 was placed on its second reading, the committee
on Finance and Taxation having sent in a favorable report
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thereon, the bill au- -
‘horizing the Railroad
Commissioners to em-
ploy special counsel.
‘Vhe matter was al-
lowed to go over for
special order on ac-
count of the absence
of parties interested.
Mr. Carter, whose bill
it is, objected to Mr.
Wilson’s Bill No. 206
being considered at
the same time.

Mr. Mathews said
Bill No, 46 was of the
greatest  importance
und venefit to the peo-
ple and not to let it
gv over, but to put it
through at the ses-
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As Mr. Mathews grew warm and eloguent and seemed
to be in for a long talk, the attention of the President of
the Benate was called o' Mr. Mathews being out of order,
and the President said that the question was to post-
pone action until Wednesday next. Mr. Mathews ob-
jected, as the bills are getting too thick on the Journal.
By a standing vote of 16 to 30 the motion to postpone
was defeated and the bill was ordered sent to the Engross-
ing Committee,

When the consideration of House Bill No, 54 came up,
immediately after this action, Mr. C. 8. Wilson of Her-
nando again asked the consideration of Bill No. 206 in
connection with Bill No, b4, as it related to the same
subject, but his motion was again lost.

Mr, Mathews came out boldly to strike out Section 1
from Bill No, b4, and said that he did this because the
section kept the Internal Improvement Trustees or the
Railroad Commissioners or any board from employing
counsel other than the Attorney General. Mr. Reese of
Escambia said that he had been informed that at a meet-
jog of the Railroad Commissioners and Cabinet officers
an agreement had been reached, at which the Attorney
General had agreed to withdraw any opposition. -

Mr. Watson said that he understood that the Attorney
General claimed he could do all the work if he had an
assistant. He did not know if the Attorney General had
made any such rropo-ition, but he wanted every depart-
ment to have all the assistance necessary.

Mr, Wilson of Hernando said the House conld not create
the office of Assistant Attorney General, but it could give
the Attorney General an appropriation.

At this point Mr. Mathews said that he would not with-
draw his amendment to strike out the section.

Mr, Carter said he was c:m)medto boards going out to
employ counsel on the ground that all boards should have
their counsel t gh the office of the Attorney General,
and that it was best to control all the legal business of
the State through one channel. He said he had heard it
rumored that some kind of meeting had been held and that

nt between interested had been reached to
the satisfaction of all concerned.

Mr. Mathews said if the section remained it would nulli-
fy every act of the Railroad Commissioners.

Mr. DuPont of Bt. Johns made a brief speech, empha-
sizing the importance of the Railroad Commissioners, and
said that as the Attorney General had many duties to per-
form and pumerous matters on which to pass, & man was
wanted who could give ALL his attention to that branch
of the government. He felt sure if apecial connsel under
the Commissioners did not prove satisfactory such counsel
could be removed, and he said, in conclusion, that he be-
lieved the Commissioners were in peed of special counsel ;
that such should be provided and if he did not serve right
he could be turned out veadily. Mr, DuPont was very

intense in his speech and be was accorded applause at

its finish.
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AMENDMENT TO
CHILD LABOR BILL

SOME OFFERED THAT WOULD HAVE KILLED
MEASURE, BUT FRIENDS OF BILL KEPT THEM
OUT —CLOSE QUESTION OF SENATE WAS
OVER ADJOURNMENT.

It was a toss-up in the SBenate yesterday which was the
most necessary-—to tarry awhile and perform some Legis-
lative work or adjourn over the week-end and hike out for
home—but the desirve to rest and pain of nostalgia got
under the wire first, though it took two roll calls to get
the recess,

This matter of adjournment would be hardly worth the
mention were it not that the effort to secure it proved
to be the most active feature of the morning.

A little coaxing and some insistence succeeded in getting
the child labor bill, that was being considered at the time
of the adjournment, to the Committee on Engrossed Bills,
instead of letting it hang over as unfinished business for
Monday.

This same bill, by the way, came nearly being over-
whelmed by its friends, so many of whom were desirous of
amending it, that the real champions of the bill were kept
busy to see that it was not amended out of existence.

SBenator Henderson started the amendment ball rolling
by a pathetic plea for the agricultural interests, which
would be down and out, if the sturdy young chaps above
the age of ten were not permitted to till the soil and help
garner the harvest, :

Bleakness and desolation would mark the farm was
the inference to be
drawn from his re-
marks, as he asked that
the bill be amended, re-
ducing the age for the
employment of child la-
bor from fourteen vears
to ten.

This brought a :
test from Benator .
ris, introducer of the

bill, and of its
career, ie declared
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manufactorers,

Senator Harris (old of distressing conditivns he had
witnessed amoug cLild laborers in a cotton mill at Colum-
bia, 8. C., and #aid such conditions prevaoiled in a lesser
degree in cigar factories of Key West and Tampa, and
urged that the ot limit of the bill be nol reduced from
fourteen yeurs,

Senator Zim indorsed the expression, saying that if
sevutor Henderson's umendment was adopied the efticiency
of the bill would be destroyed,

senator Henderson explained that he had no desirve to
legislute ngainst white children, but that if the age limit
were vot lowerdd it would interefere with the hring of
uegrocs under fourteen to work on farms,

Senator Beard offered an amendment providing that
“nothing in this act shall apply to agricultural or house-
hold work,” and this was afterward adupted s Beotion
10 of the bill,

This placated Senator Henderson and others who had
tobacco and strawberries and other products of the soil
in a state of cultivation, and he withdrew the amendment
for a ten-year-age limit.

Benator McCreary, however, wanted to have apprentices
to the printing trade excepted, whereupon Benator Harris
declared that a print shop was as obnoxious as other fac-
tories, and the result of the roll call sustained his con-
tention, 19 nays to 8 yeas, .

Senator Adams offered an amendment to strike out sec-
tion four, which stated the hours of labor-—nine—and
again Benator Harris protested, saying that nine hours
for a child to labor was more than enough, and compared
that period with the labor of the Benate—two and one-
half hours. This brought explanation from Benator Adams
that he had negroes in mind when he offered the amend:
ment,

It growing near to lunch time, Benator Buckman be-
came aroused as to the necessity of providing something
to eat, and he became disturbed over the thought of how
eatables were to be delivered in time for breakfast.

He crystallized this thought into the expression that the
provisions of the bill should not apply to children deliver-
ing bread, fruit, meat, fish, les, ete,

Menator Buckman declared himself in favor of a child
labor law, but wanted one applicable to conditions in this
State. He declared the bill was inconsistent because it
applied only to the hiring out of children. No particular
morality was involved In the bill,

Benator Cone sald he had urged the bill ag a whole in
committee, and that he thought it should pass without
amendment., It was a good bill, and needed in this State,

Benator Buckman's “breakfast” amendment fell by the

Unntinued nn page 4.
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